Paula fredriksen is the Aurelio Professor emerita at Boston University, she now teaches as Distinguished Visiting Professor of Comparative Religion at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. His report is a masterpiece that introduces us to the wealth and poverty of an empire as it implodes, and the inspiring Christian concept of treasure in heaven. excavating the roots of medieval charity, he illuminates the problems of rich and poor today, and delivers a triumph of history at its finest. " -Judith Herrin, author of Byzantium: The Surprising Life of a Medieval Empire "The gap between rich and poor is one of the major issues of today, and who better than Peter Brown to probe the acute problems of conscience it presented to late antique Christians? In this important book, he brings to this vital subject his characteristic wit, wisdom, and humanity, as well as the mature reflection of a great historian. It is a magnificent achievement. " -Averil Cameron, author of The Mediterranean World in Late Antiquity: AD 395-700
Jesus taught his followers that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter heaven. Yet by the fall of Rome, the church was becoming rich beyond measure. Through the Eye of a Needle is a sweeping intellectual and social history of the vexing problem of wealth in Christianity in the waning days of the Roman empire, written by the world's foremost scholar of late antiquity.
Peter Brown is the Philip and Beulah Rollins Professor of History emeritus at Princeton University.
No Joke
Making Jewish Humor Ruth R. Wisse "An essential examination of Jewish humor. Ruth wisse ably traces the subject through high literature and low culture, from Heine to Borat, offering new and glimmering insights in each case. She takes on the difficult questions, not least the one of utility: has humor helped the Jews, and does it help them still? No Joke is vastly erudite, deeply informative, and delightfully written-plus it's got plenty of good jokes. what more could one ask for?" -Jeremy Dauber, Columbia University Humor is the most celebrated of all Jewish responses to modernity. In this book, Ruth wisse evokes and applauds the genius of spontaneous Jewish joking-as well as the brilliance of comic masterworks by writers like Heinrich Heine, Sholem Aleichem, Isaac Babel, S. Y. Agnon, I. B. Singer, and Philip Roth. At the same time, wisse draws attention to the precarious conditions that call Jewish humor into being-and the price it may exact from its practitioners and audience.
Ruth R. wisse is the Martin Peretz Professor of Yiddish Literature and professor of comparative literature at Harvard University. Levenson, has given us an incisive and deeply challenging account of the three Abrahams of Jewish, Christian, and Islamic theology. It may be, he suggests, that we are divided by a common ancestry and that we need to understand our differences no less than our commonalities. A brilliant, well-argued, and much-needed work. " -Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth Jews, Christians, and Muslims supposedly share a common religious heritage in the patriarch Abraham, and the idea that he should serve only as a source of unity among the three traditions has become widespread in both scholarly and popular circles. Inheriting Abraham boldly challenges this view, demonstrating Abraham's distinctive role in each tradition, while delineating the points of connection as well.
New

The Jewish Jesus
How Judaism and Christianity Shaped each Other Peter Schäfer "watching Peter Schäfer explicate Jewish and Christian texts is like watching a great restorer work on a fresco damaged by time, wind, and water. Blurred outlines come into focus, dull colors become brilliant, and suddenly a forgotten story of exchange between the two religions comes back to dramatic life. This is great scholarship, applied to a subject so complex and difficult that nothing less could do it justice. " -Anthony T. Grafton, Princeton University Abridged edition
Religions of Tibet in Practice
Edited by Donald S. Lopez, Jr. 
Culture and Redemption
Religion, the Secular, and American Literature Tracy Fessenden "Tracy fessenden has written a provocative, learned, and timely study, one which is daring in its scope and complexity. It questions many of our most common assumptions about the relations between the secular and the religious in American life, and in so doing, helps us understand why we don't think twice when the band strikes up 'Glory, Glory, Hallelujah, ' but probably should. " - Tara 
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Read newsworthy and lively commentary on our new blog at press.princeton.edu/blog 
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